
 900 BULLDOG RUN                   ROLLA, MO 65401                    VOL. 63 NO. 6                  FEBRUARY 2012 900 BULLDOG RUN, ROLLA, MO 65401  www.rhsecho.com                  VOL. 64 NO. 1                 August 31, 2012

Tweets from your favorite (or not so favorite) politicians

Scholarship  honoring a local hero brings soccer alumni together 
        
  

     
  

  

 
 
 

     In honor of 2008 graduate Richard 
McNulty III’s passion for soccer, a 
soccer scholarship will be awarded to 
a senior girl and boy this May. 
     McNulty was a star defender of the 
boys’ soccer team who played soccer 
all  four years of high school and was 
dedicated to the team. 

     McNulty was also a staff writer 
for ECHO. After graduating, he went 
on to attend Missouri University of 
Science and Technology under the 
ROTC program. He was then deployed 
in December to Afghanistan and was 
due to return by the end of May. He 
was assigned to 425th Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion , 4th Brigade Combat 
Team (Airbone), 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, Joint base Elmendor - Richard-
son, Alaska. McNulty was to become a 
father in June, but he did not make it 
home as expected. 
     On May 13, while on patrol, Mc-
Nulty’s vehicle was attacked by an 
improvised explosive device. He and 
his partner Army Sgt. Brian L. Walker 
were both killed in Bowri Tana, Af-
ghanistan.
     In honor of McNulty’s legacy, the 
first ever alumni soccer game was held 
on Aug. 12 to kick off the funding for 
the scholarship. The game consisted of 
a variety of male and female alumni. 
The oldest alum participating gradu-

ated from Rolla with the class of  1997, 
the youngest participants graduated 
last spring with the class of  2012. The 
game started at noon and lasted until 
2 p.m. Afterwards there was a gather-
ing at a local buisness, where a portion 
of the proceeds was donated.
     “The Alumni game worked out 
successfully, the main purpose was 
to raise money for Richard’s scholar-
ship fund,” McNulty’s father Edward 
McNulty said.
     The board for the scholarship right 
now consists of Edward McNulty, 
Mike Howard, Angie Howard, and 
Mary Gillis. The formalities and de-
tails are still pending for the scholar-
ship but will be ready this May. 
     As of right now the main focus 
is getting everything in 
order before working out 
all the minor details. It’s 
still the beginning of the 
scholarship so changes are 
expected.
     

     “So far we all got together and 
agreed that we don’t want it to be a 
popularity contest. The scholarship 
will be awarded to a senior boy and 
girl who show exceptional leadership, 
citizenship, and academics,” Edward 
McNulty said.

“Thanks to the 
@RollaDailyNews 
for covering our stop, 
Tuesday. Enjoyed 
meeting a lot of great, 
new supporters! 
#mosen”

“I kind of like the 
term ‘Obamacare.’ 
Because I do care. 
That’s why I passed 
the bill.”

“My plan for a 
stonger middle class 
will get America back 
to work and ensure 
a better future for all 
Americans.”

“Haven’t really had a 
hard workout for two 
months because of the 
#mosen campaign. 
Insanity just kicked 
my you know what!”

@MittRomney @sarah_steelman@BrunnerForMO

@BarackObama

b y  I Q R A  C H O U D H U R y
m a n a g i n g e d i t o r

On Aug. 12, former bulldog soccer players from all graduating classes were invited to a scrimmage.  Those 
who graduated in an even year played against those who graduated from an odd number year.  Both 
Alumni Teams for 18 pose for a group photo after playing a hard game. The end score was 2-1 with the even 
year team winning. After heading a ball, both teams look to the sky, or rather the ball, for a scoring chance. 
Photo courtesy of Nicole Howard. Photo by junior Nicole Howard.

“As a woman & 
former prosecuter 
who handled 100’s 
of rape cases, I’m 
stunned by Rep Akin’s 
comments about 
victims this AM.”

@clairemc
“‘To be clear, all of 
us understand that 
rape can result in 
pregnancy & I have 
great empathy for all 
victims. I regret 
misspeaking.’ -Todd”

@ToddAkin

All photos courtesy of Public Domain.

Make a donation 
with a check payable to 

RHS Soccer  “McNulty Fund” 
Rolla High School
900 Bulldog Run

Rolla, Missouri 65401

The family also encourages 
donations to the 

Wounded Warrior Project
www.woundedwarriorproject.org
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stakes election
How will you decide?

HighMissouri 
Primary 

Elections Aug. 2 Phelps County 
Primary 

Elections Aug. 2US Senator Race

Republican Todd Akin

Democrat Claire McCaskill

Republican 
Sarah Steelman

Democrat 
Claire McCaskill

US Senator Race

Consitutional Amendment 2 Consitutional 
Amendment 2

Yes: 86.2%
No: 13.8%

Missouri Governor Race

Democrat Jay Nixon  Republic David Spence

Missouri 
Governor Race

Democrat Jay Nixon  

Republic David Spence

45.9%

100%
(incumbant)

86.9% 
(incumbant)

60%

Websites for young voters to help  
you find a position on certain 
issues and help decide which 
candidate cares about the issues 
you care about, and who to vote 
for.

Vote Right

www.rockthevote.org

votesmart.org

www.ourtime.org

www.usatoday.com/news/
politics/candidate-match-
game

1040 Forum Dr.  573-364-5566
Rolla, MO 65401

C O m p I l e D  b y  s O p H I e  H O l l e n b e C k
n ew s e d i t o r
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 Just yester-
day, I swear, was 
the last day of 
sophomore year. 
I swear it. But 
here I am, first 
few days of junior 
year and it seems 
like just a con-
tinuation of last 
year.
                Is it like 
that for anybody 
else? Or am I 
the only one that 

doesn’t quite feel like things have 
changed yet? Yes, there are significant 
changes like the lack of construction 
in the parking lot and in the hallways, 
the freshmen are here now and have 
an abundance of facial hair, and a 
bunch of my friends aren’t roaming 
the halls anymore. Okay, maybe this 
isn’t sophomore year anymore.
                I’m going to miss sophomore 
year, I won’t lie. The high school isn’t 
as new as it was. It has lost its charm 
and good looks. Now it’s just a place 
to meet friends and a place to learn 
things we may or may not use later 
in life. And there is a chance, that to 
many of you, it’s just a place of hold-

ing until you move onto college and 
blossom. Wow, lots of cheese there. 
But you get the point.
               I find it sad that school has 
now become a negative term when 
really there is so much good about it. 
It’s not just that holding place we go to 
so our parents don’t have to deal with 
us day after day. It’s not just that place 
you go to see your friends. And it’s 
not just that place you go to because 
you’re forced to by the government.
               School is a place where you 
can make friends. School is a venue 
for education and learning useful 
things like how to properly speak, how 
to read and how to function in society. 
School is a place where you grow as a 
person. School helps shape the person 
you become later on in life.
               That being said, school is 
what you make it. If you come into 
school with a negative attitude, you’re 
going to have a bad time. If you come 
into school with a good attitude, 
you’re going to have a lovely time. So I 
challenge you, RHS, to have a good at-
titude when driving, riding or walking 
to school on Monday. Make school the 
best it can be. Don’t let it just be that 
place. 

ECHO is an open forum for student expression. All letters to the editor must include the 
writer’s name, signature and class or position. Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters 
should be no more than 300 words and are subject to editing. ECHO reserves the right to re-
ject any letters. Letters in response to articles need to be to the staff no later than one week 
after the paper came out. Letters should be sent to ECHO, Rolla High School, 900 Bulldog 
Run, Rolla, MO 65401. ECHO is a member of Journalism Education Association, National 
Scholastic Press Association, Sponsors of School Publications - Greater St. Louis, Missouri 
Interscholastic Press Association, Quill and Scroll Honor Society, and the Student Press Law 
Center.

Echo Newspaper Staff

A letter from the Editor-in-chief

     Swag. Take a minute to ponder this 
word and think about what it truly 
means.  To the average mind, it may 
mean “rapper status”. Gettin’ all the 
ladies, ridin’ in the benz with yo’ snap-
back on. To another, it may be “swag-
ger”, a word first used by Shakespeare. 
In Shakespearian terms, the definition 
of swagger is, “to walk or strut with a 
defiant or insolent air,” or, “to boast or 
brag noisily.”
     Last but not least, some might use 
‘SWAG’ as an acronym. In the 1960’s, 

the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transexual, Queer) community was 
heavily targeted and often victims of 
hate-crimes. Thus forth, creating the 
acronym ‘SWAG’, which stands for 
“Secretely, We Are Gay.”
      But don’t feel fooled, there are 
plenty of other words that have been 
evolving for hundreds of years. For 
instance the word ‘rubbers’ was once 
used as a nickname for boots. And 
now it is known as an exterior form of 
contreceptive, the condom. Thongs, 
which is now an uncomfortable form 

of underwear, was once a word for 
flip-flops.
  The most popular evolved 
word among teenagers and young 
adults the ‘gay’. The original meaning 
of gay is “happy or gleeful.” Now it is 
used as a reference to homosexuals 
(which is presumably similar conse-
quenses to swag), or an undesirable 
visitor or situation.
      According to poynter.org, the word 
geek - which is often used to reference 
frequent computer users and the Steve 
Urkles - originates from the circus 

in 19th century America. It describes 
“a performer who engages in bizarre 
acts, such as biting the head off of a 
live chicken.”
      True as it may be, as the times 
change, so does language and every 
other component of our culture. But 
does that mean a word’s root meaning 
simply disappears? 
     Let us call for a word awareness 
campaign. That way, say there’s a 
chance encounter with a baby boomer 
at grandma’s bingo meet, you don’t 
lose your swag.

‘SWAG’ not always super-fly term as it is today

 The beginning of school has 
come, and as the seniors may fondly 
recall, this has usually also meant 
the beginning of football season, and 
of course, the Kick-off dance. With 
announcements buzzing over the 
speakers in Pride time saying where 
you can get your tickets and t-shirts, 
it has become a bit of a back-to-school 
tradition, but not this year. This year, 
both the Kick-Off Dance, and spring’s 
Shamrock-n-Roll have been called 
off, due to lack of student involve-
ment. Juniors may remember the 
dances from last year, but sophomores 
will not get the chance to attend the 
customary first dance of the year, and 
they may never get the chance to if we 
don’t step things up a bit. Students 
don’t seem to want to get involved 
in school activites, and this lack of 
involvement sometimes results in 
activites being cut altogether.
  The internet, namely social 
networking sites like Twitter and 
Facebook, have ensured that students 
can stay connected and interact with 
friends and peers, but without actually 
having to be together. However, what 
is that doing to actual relationships? 
Having an online “friendship” cannot 
compare to the relationships that can 
be formed when people actually spend 
time with one another, and get to 
know a person through some old-fash-
ioned ways like talking and hanging 
out...or going to a school dance. It isn’t 
just about students going to school 

dances, it’s about students getting 
involved in the school, having a bit 
of school spirit, and connecting with 
peers – peers from all classes.
  This is high school, and while 
it may be a bit daunting for some, we 
are all here, and this is an adventure 
we get to experience together. Don’t 
blow off things like dances, or other 
school events in favor of spending 
an evening with Netflix. Get out and 
spend an hour or two amidst the 
company of your peers, and enjoy 
yourselves. Sophomores, go out and 
get to know the school and your up-
perclassmen, develop relationships 
with them, and become a role model 
for classes under you. One day you’ll 
be the graduating class, and you don’t 
want to look back at your time and 
realize that you had a pretty dull and 
unmemorable time in high school. 
Juniors and seniors? Don’t sit back 
claiming that the dances are “boring” 
or proclaim you’re not going to other 
events. Others will follow your lead, 
and where does that leave our school? 
At the bottom of a spiritless pit. Each 
graduating class wants to look back 
and remember the camaraderie that 
they shared with their peers during a 
game, or technical glitch at a dance. 
This year, step it up a bit, get some 
school spirit, attend a dance. Involve 
yourself in the school by helping with 
or going to events. Become a part of 
the school, and make this year one to 
remember. 

Apathy stops school spirit
Staff Editorial

Editor-in-Chief
Katie Williams

b y  m O R g A n  w e s t O v e R
a& e e d i t o r

Rolla High School ECHO is Sophie Hollenbeck, Lea Ahrens, Katie Wil-
liams, Wil Bryan, Iqra Choudhury, Nicholas Wilsdorf, Lacey Raper, Gage 
Scurlock, and Morgan Westover.

    

    

   This year I was excited to get my very 
own editorial column. I’m so not lying 
to you guys; I was a happy little camp-
er. With great power, however, comes 
great responsibility. In other words, I 
had no clue what to write about.
     I could write about one thing of the 
endless list of things that people do 
that bother me. For example: rambling 
for the first few days of the school year 
about your Nicholas Sparks-inspired 
fantastical summer romance. Moping 
about the terrible ending of the sum-
mer romance that you realize never 
would have worked in the first place 
(OMG. No way.) The brand new and 
original idea of placing Taylor Swift 
lyrics as the caption of your super ar-
tistic photo that makes your eyes, like, 
totally pop. On the other hand, I could 
ramble about the really cool happen-
ings so far this year. The cell phone 
policy? Too clichéd. The new wing of 
the school? That was so two and a half 
weeks ago. The fluctuation of bro-
tanks this summer? I can’t really sum 
up enough words to write that as a 
story. It’s indescribable.
     In my mind I’ve been mulling this 
around. I think I’m just going to take 
this time to tell you about this year. I’m 
not going to give you the whole “This 

is gonna be the best year ever. YOLO. 
Deuces,” thing. I’m just saying. This 
year might metaphorically rock the 
socks right off of our metaphorical feet.
     It could be that I’m a super nerd—a 
future engineer, in fact—and am start-
ing to get emails from schools around 
the country. College mail makes me 
excited. It feels like the future is about 
to slap me in the face. The anticipation 
is killing me. A lot of seniors should 
relate. There’s this part that’s excited 
about the last year of high school.      
     Then again, it’s the last year of high 
school. Everything we’ve done has led 
up to this point, and then it’s just sort 
of done. We’ll never see the majority 
of these people again. It’s bittersweet, 
and that’s why I think we as seniors 
need to make the best of it. You only 
live once. (Sorry. I had to do it). And 
by that, I don’t mean you need to party 
it up. I mean hold on to the things that 
will make you look back at your senior 
year and say “I’m happy with the deci-
sions I made.” Be the person that you 
looked up to when you were a kid, not 
the person you’ll look down to when 
you’re an adult.
     The moral of the story here is that 
seniors should bask in their seniority 
but should also be an example. It’s a 
lot to ask and many fall short. It’s up to 
the ones we’re setting the standards for 
to choose which example they want to 
follow. 

b y  l e A  A H R e n s
f e a t u r e e d i t o r

Chalk talk with Kansas Lea
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     Summer is a great time to break out 
of your shell and try something new.  
Many students took time out this sum-
mer to try their hand at camp coun-
seling.One of the camps was Camp 
Galilee.
     “I decided to be a camp counselor 
because my little sister was going there 
and they sent out an email about a 
shortage of male counselors,” junior 
Max Pfeifer said.
     To qualify for a camp counselor, 
you must meet the requirements and 
attend the required training.   
     “The only major requirements were 
I had to be sixteen years old and basi-
cally just avoid any bad situations. For 
training, I had to do online training 
called “Safe Sanctuary.” It consisted of 
lessons teaching you to recognize signs 
of abuse and avoiding sexual harass-
ment. And once you finished with the 

lessons you had to take a test,” Pfeifer 
said.
     Another Camp where students this 
summer participated in was Camp Da-
vid. Camp David has two age groups, 
one for first to eighth and the other 

from eighth to eleventh.
  “I decided to be a counselor 
at Camp David because I would be a 
positive example for others and many 
of my friends had also done it,” senior 
Alex Goff said.
      Being a camp counselor is not all 

fun and games; you have many re-
sponsibilities.
     “I was in charge of making sure kids 
got to where they needed to go, at-
tended meals, leading small groups of 
kids in activities, and just being there 

for them,” Pfeifer said.
      Counselors are prepared for all 
kinds of situations from saving lifes to 
keeping campers in line.
      “We had a week of CPR training, 
ways to break up fights, and other 
ways to deal with bad situations. Our 

main goal is to just be there for the 
kids: from staying in the cabins, to 
eating with them, and leading bible 
lessons,” Goff said.
      Counselors all shared their own 
personal moments with their kids.
      “I remember once when one of the 
kids brought a turtle in the cabin and 
tried hiding it from me. Then they put 
a seven on his back with toothpaste be-
cause it was our cabin number. Finally 
I had to take the turtle out of the cabin 
because he peed all over the floor. We 
had some crazy times,” Pfeifer said.  
     By being a counselor you can affect 
a child’s life more than you think.  
     “Just seeing the impact you have on 
children and being there for those who 
have no other adult influence in their 
life is really moving. I learned to never 
give up on anyone and to keep working 
through it. My best memory is hav-
ing a kid who had never even read the 
bible being baptized by the end of the 
week. It’s all part of the adventure,” 
Goff said.

b y  I Q R A  C H O U D H U R y
m a n a g i n g e d i t o r

“Children of Prisoners are 
often considered the most 
at-risk youth in America”

- Camp David

“Our mission: to be a transforming agent in the lives of prisoners by 
introducing them to the love and hope in Jesus Christ, and to develop 
leaders who will impact our world.”

- Camp David Mission Statement

impactStudents make an

Some spend the summer catching up or getting ahead in school, 
visiting relatives, taking vacations, training for their sport, working to 
save money or just relaxing the days away, but seniors Alex Goff, 
Shelby Blakley, Whitney Brand, and Max Pfeifer used the summer 
to improve the lives of children.

on children 
near and far

Senior Alex Goff and a fellow counselor with their friends at Camp David.  Camp David of 
the Ozarks offers several ways to help.  To volunteer for a service project or to apply for a 
camp counselor position, visit their website at http://www.campdavidozarks.org/ways-to-
help. Photos courtesy of Zhenya Cotita.

http://www.campdavidozarks.org/volunteering



w  rld
a better place

    Volunteerism is no stranger to Rolla 
students.  Through active involvement 
in various youth groups and organiza-
tions around town, our students have 
been everywhere from Joplin to Haiti in 
an effort to give what they have to help.
     There are countless organizations 
that offer students the opportunity to 
become involved in making things bet-
ter for others (and ultimately for us all). 
A quick Google search will yield a multi-
tude of results.  Be proactive.  What are 
you passionate about?
     Is it animals?  Give the Friends of 
Rolla Animals a call or stop by the local 
shelter (bring some food or kitty litter 
with you) and offer them your time.
     Is it politics?  Call the local Democrat 
or Republican campaign headquarters 
and ask what you can do to spread the 

word about your favorite candidate.
     Is it the earth?  Look no further than 
RHS’s own Eco Club.  Stop by room 311 
and ask what you can do to contribute.
     Use the resources available at the 
University, or the countless service or-
ganizations that Rolla has to offer.  The 
Octagon Club, the Key Club, Student 
Council, National Honor Society, and 
many, many more. 
     The Russell House in town provides 
safe housing for women and children.  
GRACE provides food and other neces-
sities for people in need.
     You don’t have to go to go far away 
or have a lot of money to help, but if you 
are interested in helping in other ways, 
consider the options available, find 
something that you’re passionate about 
and do it. 

 
    
  

     This past summer was a busy 
one for lots of students working and 
socializing, but more so for a couple 
of seniors who left the country to help 
out on mission trips.
 Senior Shelby Blakley, after 
dreaming of visiting Africa for years, 
finally got her chance this summer 
when a family took her with them on 
their trip.
  “I really wanted to go and live 
there and teach English as a second 
language after college. I’ve always felt 
like Africa was my calling and passion. 
I was able to go through my friends 
the Joneses who lived in Ivory Coast, 
where I went, for eleven years as a 
missionary family,” Blakley said.

  Meanwhile, senior Whitney 
Brand ventured all the way to Moldova 
to work with members of her church.
  “My church has gone to Mol-
dova for the past thirteen years. This 
past year I felt like God was telling 
me to go with them, so I began train-
ing back in February with our leader, 
Brother Phil, and left for Cantemir, 
Moldova in July with nine other team 
members,” Brand said.
  Both girls experienced work 
for weeks that challenged them on 
different levels and enriched their 
understanding of the cultures.
  “Our church brings a dental 
team, a construction team, and a day 
camp team.  All of our services were 
free of charge, which is very helpful 
to them because the average salary is 
about two hundred and fifty dollars a 

month, half of which goes to rent. The 
construction team was sent to Cania, 
where they built a playground for the 
local kindergarten,” Brand said.
  Blakley’s team also supplied 
the people of the country with medical 
aid for the citizens in the area.
  “While there I did a lot of 
things, like worked in an AIDS clinic, 
volunteered in a pharmacy there and 
helped teach an English class,” Blakley 
said.
  Going to an impoverished 
country made both girls return to the 
United States with a new mindset re-
garding the opportunities they’re given 
and the resources they have available.
  “I learned a lot about the 
poverty there and how lucky we are 
in America. I learned how much more 
important relationships are compared 

to the things we have,” Blakley said. 
“Honestly, if all you had was a little 
shack for a house and the only clothes 
you had were the ones you were wear-
ing right now, you [would] be de-
pressed but they aren’t. They depend 
on each other for everything. There’s 
not many things that they wouldn’t do 
for each other just because they know 
that when all else fails, they’ll have 
each other. It’s incredible.”
  Volunteering is important to 
both of those girls and also important 
to several other teens in the school.
  “Remember, mission trips 
aren’t just the ones overseas or in 
other countries, you can serve God 
wherever you are, even at school. 
Don’t be afraid to stand up and stand 
out for your faith and the love that 
God has shown you,” Brand said.
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b y  l e A  A H R e n s
f e a t u r e e d i t o r

In 2008, 61.8 million Ameri-
cans (26.4% of the popula-
tion) contributed 8 billion 
hours of volunteer service 
worth an estimated 162 bil-
lion dollars.

Over 441,000 more young 
adults (age 16-24) volun-
teered in 2008 than 2007, 
representing an increase 
from about 7.8 million to 
more than 8.2 million.

Non-volunteers say that they 
are more likely to serve if a 
trusted friend asks them to 
serve.

About 8.24 million young 
people ages 16-24 vol-
unteered in 2008, over 
441,000 more than in 
2007.This increase in 
young adult volunteers 
makes up almost half of 
the overall increase in 
the number of volunteers 
nationally.
 
Adults who began volun-
teering as youth are twice 
as likely to volunteer as 
those who did not vol-
unteer when they were 
younger.

They’re counting on us
from http://www.uwgnh.org Answer 

the call
Ways to volunteer to make the

Senior Shelby Blakely bonds with the children in the area. 
The team visits the chief of the village. All photos courtesy of 
Shelby Blakley.

“Be the change you want to see in the world”



 

   
   

  

     

       
      
     When Raika Hoorsun walked into 
our newly renovated school building 
this year, his world changed. Used to 
the structure of the European school 
system, Hoorsun felt like he was 
amongst friendlier people, teachers, 
and a more structured system.
 It wasn’t until third hour 
rolled around that Hoorsun and I con-
nected. I learned that Raika is a Japa-
nese born citizen. . This was quite a co-
incidence, as I was in Berlin for three 
weeks this summer learning German 
at the Goethe-Institut, so when social 
studies teacher Matt Rose told the ea-
ger Rebels and Patriots class to pair up 
with a partner, preferably someone we 
did not know, and tell each other about 
ourselves, I connected with Hoorsun. 
Raika is here from Berlin this semes-
ter. He is Japanese, but he moved to 
Stuttgart, Germany (where Porsches 
are made) when he was six. Two years 
later Raika moved to Berlin. This was 
quite a coincidence, as I was in Berlin 
for three weeks this summer learning 
German at the Goethe-Institut. Curi-
ous as to how life compares to Berlin, 
I sat down with Raika and asked him 

some questions about Berlin.

Q: Was sind einige Unterschiede von 
der Schule in Berlin und hier?
What are some differences from the 
school here and in Berlin?
A: 1. hier ist der unterricht strukturi-
erter 
Here there is more structured curricu-
lum.
2. die schule ist sauber im Gegensatz 
zu berlin.
The school is clean in comparison to 
Berlin.
3. die schüler und die lehrer haben ein 
besseres Verhältnis zueinander 
The teachers and the students have a 
better relationship here.
4. hier gibt es keinen, der in der Klasse 
gemobbt wird 
Here there is no one being bullied in 
class.
5. Hier hat man jeden Tag den glei-
chen Unterricht
Here everyone has the same classes 
everyday.

Q: Was würdest du mit deinen Freun-
den freitags machen?
What would you and your friends do 
on a typical Friday night?
A: Ich würde mit meinen Freunden 
raus gehen, uns irgendwo hinset-
zen und bisschen Bier trinken. Wir 
würden auch zu meinen Freunden 
fahren und Spiele spielen.
We go out and sit down somewhere 
and have a beer. We also go to my 
friend’s house and play video games.

Q: Gefällt dir amerikanisches Essen? 
Was ist dein lieblingsessen?
Do you like American food? What is 
your favorite food?
A: sie haben hier internationales 
Essen, aber zu viel fastfood. Mein 
lieblingsessen ist japanisches essen. 
You have international food, but you 
also have too much fast food. My 
favorite food is Japanese food.
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NASA lands on MarsMeet Raika Hoorsun

b y  g A g e  s C U R l O C k
s t a f f  w r i t e r

The Mars rover explores the planet. Photo Courtesy of Public Domain.

    On Aug. 6, nearly 160 million miles away, the revolutionary Curiosity Rover parachuted 
down to the surface of Mars. That was the start of a two year mission by Mars Science 
Laboratory (MSL) to explore the mysterious planet of Mars. The objectives include study-
ing the planet’s climate, geology, habitability and ultimately seeing if a manned mission to 
Mars could be possible.
     Back in April of 2004, NASA proposed plans to send a large rover to Mars with the 
purpose of discovering if the red planet was ever capable of maintaining life.  Eight years 
later, Curiosity has begun its first mission: finding water. This will be done by the rover 
climbing the three-mile high Mount Sharp. The journey will take several months but will 
ultimately lead to knowing if Mars has any form of water.
     Costing over 2.5 billion dollars, the Curiosity mission is not cheap. This is even more 
concerning as there is a chance the mission could be a failure. However, NASA has stayed 
confident in their mission. 
     “You have to take a risk – and it might not work and it might work,” Amy McAdam of 
NASA said. “But if you don’t try, you’ll never know – and so we tried, and we were suc-
cessful.”
     Despite being over 347 million miles away, contact with Curiosity has been relatively 
simple. Within minutes of the rover landing, the first picture of a very bland and desert-
like Mars arrived on Earth. Curiosity is equipped with seventeen cameras and various 
other scientific devices. These include a rock-destroying laser to clear obstacles, an or-
ganic chemistry lab to study the composition of substances found and a methane detector 
to determine the livability of Mars.  The rover is also armed with nuclear power, allowing 
it to function long after the two year mission is complete. 
     Despite it being a NASA mission, the impact of the rover has affected the whole coun-
try. Even local professors at Missouri S&T say they have been affected.
     “Curiosity was sent to Mars specifically to find evidence for life,” Dr. Melanie Mormile 
said. “I study extremophilic bacteria that can serve as possible analogs for life on Mars, if 
life ever occurred there.”
     S&T has also started a Mars Rover Design Team in honor of the rover landing.
     “I (also) serve as the advisor for Missouri S&T’s new Mars Rover Design Team,” Dr. 
Mormile said. “Obviously, we are all very excited about Curiosity!”
     While the rover may be millions of miles away, we will be constantly learning about the 
mysterious planet. NASA will be able to discover Mars’s geology, climate, and livability. 
So, provided the mission goes smoothly, we could be looking at a potential manned mis-
sion to Mars in the not-so-distant future.

b y  n I C H O l A s  w I l s D O R f
we b m a s t e r



      This year, those who tuned 
into the Summer Olympics were 
greeted with all the excitement and 
inspiring showmanship that the 
Olympics always bring. But, those who 
tuned into NBC to watch were greeted 
with a little less action and more 
shortcomings. For example, the open-
ing ceremony of the Olympics featured 
a heart-warming tribute made to the 
fifty-two victims of the 2005 bomb-
ing in London. But, in its place, NBC 
chose to broadcast an interview with 
Ryan Seacrest, which is slightly less 
heart-warming. 
 The network also opted out 
of a live performance of The Who 
and Muse so they could air an hour 
long preview of their new hit show, 
“Animal Practice.” NBC did end up 
airing The Who’s performance, but 
a stale hour after it occurred. Muse, 
who wrote the official 2012 Olympics 
song, “Survival,” were not shown at 
all in NBC’s coverage. Another bit of 
the Olympics shown after the event 
happened was the 100m men’s sprint 
which featured Usain Bolt winning 
first place, which was aired a whole 
six hours after it occurred, so that 

NBC could air it during prime time 
television. Or, some could say Usain 
Bolt was so fast he outran the NBC’s 
live stream. Another time, one of the 
anchors actually gave away the results 
of a U.S. gold medal finish which they 
had stored on tape delay, spoiling the 
event for cable viewers.
 NBC has tried to defend 
themselves, saying that if you wanted 
to watch the event live, there was live 
streaming on their website. Well, upon 
first inspection, the live streaming is 
buggy and glitchy, and often times 
would simply display an error message 
when you would try to view an event. 
If you were lucky enough to load a live 
stream, sometimes it would cut out 
and leave you even more frustrated.
 With the Olympics being 
the second most watched event ever, 
many would think that NBC would 
put the effort forth to hire announcers 
who were educated in the sport they 
were broadcasting, or maybe even 
show the whole Olympics, but NBC 
has proven it has difficulty defining 
“news worthy.” It is safe to say NBC 
has failed the viewers, and probably 
need to rethink their broadcasting 
strategy.

     As the fall sports season begins, 
most teams face changes. Some have 
to deal with loss of star seniors, new 
coaches and new athletes. However, 
this year the soccer team faces a 
different change: class adjustment. 
As of Aug. 17, the Rolla boy’s soccer 
team has moved from Class three to 
Class two, which will have some slight 
changes for the team.
 “MSHSAA [Missouri State 
High School Activities Association] 
decided to switch to equal breaks 
in soccer,” Boys soccer coach, Mike 
Howard said. “Before, it was stan-
dard enrollment, so whatever the 
enrollment of the school was, that 
determined what the class was. Now 
they’ve made it equal so there is 65 in 
class three, 65 in class two and 65 in 

class one which rearranged the entire 
state.”
 This doesn’t make any major 
changes for the team as of now, but 
will make a difference by the time 
post-season play comes around
 “It won’t affect our schedule 
at all, and our schedule is already set 
and it’s tough,” Howard said. “It just 
affects our district and state tourna-
ment opponents.”
 Some might view moving 
down a class as moving to easier op-
ponents, but Coach Howard as viewed 
it as just the opposite. 
 “We were already in a fairly 
difficult district, and if anything this 
[class change] will make districts 
even tougher. But this does give us a 
bit of help, because if we make it out 
of districts, we have a good chance 
of making a good run [for the state 
championship].” Howard said.

Junior midfielder Logan Houf, junior defender Nathan Kramme, and senior cap-
tains Michael Janke and Sven Olberg churn up the dust from an unseasonably 
dry summer during a drill at the the middle practice school field on Aug. 22.  
Photo by Nicholas Wilsdorf.

Soccer team drops to class two
to face Bolivar, Marshfield, Helias in district play

b y  n I C H O l A s  w I l s D O R f
we b m a s t e r

 NBC’s Olympic coverage lacking
Courtesy of public domain

b y  w I l s O n  b R y A n
s p o r t s  e d i t o r

Check out www.rhsecho.com for sports 
schedules, standings, and up to date scores

2006 RHS graduate Chantae 
McMillan competed in 2012 
summer olympics in London

Dream realized for former bulldog
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Check the September issue of ECHO for 
an exclusive interview with Rolla’s own 
olympic hero, Chantae McMillan

Photo courtesy of Chantae McMillan
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LOUFEST

LOVE
-Cooler weather

-New cell phone policy

-Seniority

LIKE
-Wi-fi

-Miley Cyrus’s new do

-Pretzel bread Hot Pockets

LEAVE
-Illegitimate rape

-Standing in line inside the 
scrambler (..Sophomores..)

-Chik-Fil-A anti-affirmative 
actions

Picsof t
heMonth

Echo is hosting a new monthly column 
featuring artwork and photography 
submitted by students. This months 
submissions are by junior Renee 
Benoit (top) and sophomore Nathan 
Aaron (bottom). If you are interested 
in submitting your artwork, turn it into 
Mrs. Gillis in room 302 or any member 
of the Echo staff.

 

     

Everyday he’s hustlin’. William Leon-
ard Roberts II, or better known as, 
Rick Ross has taken over, ladies and 
gentlemen. Rick Ross’ boss-like status 
and incessant use of ‘huh’ puts him at 
the top, and there’s no turning back. 
HUH. 
 Ross is of Haitian descent. 
He was born in a very poor part of the 
hood; Carol City, Florida. While living 
in Carol City, he formed the rap group 
Carol City Cartel. He began writing 
raps as a heavy-weight rapper under 
his birth name. After being signed 
to the record company Suave House 
Records, he began rapping under the 
name Rick Ross. From there, his ca-
reer took off.

 Slip-n-Slide records noticed 
his talent and signed him as soon 
as they could. In 2006, Ross wrote 
“Hustlin”. Yeah, you know that beat 
that makes everybody wanna dance? 
HUH. After “Hustlin”, top name re-
cord companies such as P. Diddy’s 
Bad Boy Records, Irv Gotti’s The Inc., 
and Jay-Z’s Def Jam, who eventually 
took the cake. 
    After “Hustlin’” hit #11 on the R&B/
Hip-Hop charts, Ross released his de-
but album “Port of Miami”. Despite 
only having “Hustlin’” as a single, 
“Port of Miami” hit #1 on the Billboard 
Hot 200, selling over 187,000 copies 
in the first week. “Hustlin’” saw even 
more success, reaching gold status 
(over 500,000 sales). Ross also sold 
millions of ringtones of “Hustlin”.  
     Def Jam Recordings currently has 
some huge names signed to its label 
including Asher Roth, DJ Khaled, 
Frank Ocean, Big Sean, Kanye West, 
Ludacris, Nas, Ne-Yo, Neon Trees, Ri-
hanna, The Roots, Young Jeezy, and 
of course Rick Ross. It’s safe to say 
he’s amongst some of the best.
     Not only do Ross’ grizzly vocals and 
powerful HUH in many of his songs 
put him at the “big daddy” or “mafia 
don” status, but his swag is unmatch-
able. Sporting a diamond encrusted 
medallion of his own face, multiple 
diamond and gold chains, icy wrist 
watches, and tattoos all over, Ross is 
the definition of fly. 
     Rick Ross, aka, the Gangster of 
Love, is someone that everyone should 
listen to. Even if you don’t like rap, it’s 
hard to find a song like “Hustlin’” and 
not think to yourself that it’s a catchy 
song.
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2      Editor-in-chief Kat Williams and editorial editor Gage Scur-
lock got the chance to attend Loufest, an indie music festival 
held in St. Louis. They were given press and photo passes and 
were able to be in the press box for the first three songs of every 
set.   

Please, 
don’t stop the music

b y  g A g e  s C U R l O C k
e d i t o r i a l  e d i t o r

     Check the September issue of ECHO for the full story includ-
ing interviews with band members from Cults, Sleepy Kitty, 
Cotton Mather, and Someone Still Loves You Boris Yeltsin, along 
wth other stage crew and vendors.


